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- Jœn -

œ œ œ
3

˙b - jœ-
‰ œn œ œ

3

boy, one cu ri ous

œ œ œ
3

Jœ
- ‰ œ œ œb ˙

3
one cu ri ous thing

Jœb
-
‰ œ œ œ ˙

3
one cu ri ous thing

˙̇ jœœn ‰ œœ œœb œœ
3

˙b Jœ œœn œœ œœ
3jœ ‰ œ œ œb ˙

3

Jœb œ œ œ ˙
3

F

F

F

- - - -

- - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - - -
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49

˙b ‰ jœ œ œn
thing a bout this

˙ Jœ œ œ

˙n ‰ jœ œ œ
thing a bout this

˙ Jœ œ œ

‰ Jœb œ œb ˙n
a bout this boy,

‰
jœb œ œ ˙

a bout this boy,

Jœb œ œ ˙

˙̇b ‰ jœ œ œn˙n Jœ œ œœ

‰
jœ œ œb ˙n
Jœb œœ œœ ˙˙

driving forward

driving forward

with power

with power

with power

with power

f

f

f

f

cresc.

cresc.

f

f

cresc.

w

boy,

wb
boy,

˙b ˙
boy,

w

˙ ˙n
boy,

˙b ˙
boy,

˙ ˙

wwwb ˙b ˙

˙ ˙n˙̇b ˙̇

cresc.

cresc.

(q = 72)

(q = 72)

w

boy,

.˙b œn
-
Oh

.˙b œ
-

boy, Oh

.˙b œ
-

.˙ œ
-

Oh

œn
-

.˙ œb -

Oh

.˙b

w.˙b œœ.˙b œn

.˙ œœn.˙b œ

.œ ‰ ˙
boy:

.œ ˙

.œ ‰ ˙
boy:

.œ ˙

.œ ‰ œ œ
boy:

.œ œ œN

.œ
‰ ˙

boy:

˙

.œ ‰ ˙..œœ ˙˙.œ

..œœ
‰

œœ œN.œ ˙

ßp

ßp

ßp

ßp

ßp

wUwN
u

wUwu

waU

wUwu
wwww

U
u

waUwwu

molto ( ƒ )

( ƒ )

( ƒ )

( ƒ )

f

molto

molto

molto

-

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

54

Ó ˙
he

˙

Ó ˙

he

˙

Ó ˙
he

˙

Ó ˙
he

˙

Ó ˙̇̇

Ó ˙̇

f

f

f

f

f

Still faster, declamatory, with rubato q = 86

Still faster, declamatory, with rubato q = 86

.˙ œ
wrote

w

.˙ œ
wrote

w

˙ œ œN
wrote

œ œ œN œ# œb

.˙ œ
wrote

w

.˙ œœ

.˙ œœ

œœ œœ œœN œœN#.˙ œœ œb

(   )

(    )

˙
-

˙
mu sic,

˙n
-

˙b

˙N
-

˙
mu sic,

˙
-

˙n

˙b
-

˙
mu sic,

˙b
-

˙

˙b
-

˙
mu sic,

˙
-

˙

˙̇n ˙̇b˙̇N ˙̇n

˙˙bb ˙˙˙̇b ˙̇

Œ œb œ œ
he wrote

œ ˙

Œ œ œ œ
he wrote

œb ˙

∑

∑

Œ œb œ œœ
œb œ œœ

∑

˙
-

˙
mu sic,

˙n ˙N

˙
-

˙N
mu sic,

˙
-

˙n

˙N
-

˙
mu sic,

˙
-

˙

mu sic,

˙
-

˙

˙̇n ˙̇N˙̇ ˙̇nN

˙N ˙˙̇ ˙̇

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ßp

ßp

ßp

ßp

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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59 ww

ww

w

ww

wwww

www

œ
˘
Œ

he

œ
fl

˙

œ
˘
Œ ˙

he

œ
fl

˙

œ̆ Œ Ó

œ
˘
Œ Óœ

fl
œœ
.
Œ ˙œœ

.
˙̇

œ
.
Œ Óœœ

.

molto rit.

molto rit.

sub. p

sub. p

sub. p

Unis.

.˙n - œ
wrote

wn -
wrote

∑

∑

.˙ œwn

∑

Unis.

˙
-

˙
mu sic,

˙
-

˙

w
mm

wN
Mm,

Œ Jœ- ‰ ‰ J
œ œ œ

Once up on a

œ œ

˙ ˙˙w

wNŒ Jœ ‰ ‰ Jœ œ œœ

Tempo primo (q = 54)

Tempo primo (q = 54)

π

π

p

π

π

p

∑

˙N
-

˙˙
- ˙

mu sic,

Œ jœ- ‰ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Once up on a

œ
-
˙ ‰ jœ

time mm, a

œa
-
˙ Jœ

∑˙N ˙˙
Œ jœ ‰ ‰ jœ œ œ..˙˙a ‰ Jœ

π

p

p

p

-

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

64

∑

Œ jœ- ‰ ‰
jœ œ œ

Once up on a

œ
-
œ œ ‰

time mm, a

œ œ œ Jœ

œ
-
.˙

time mm,

œn .˙

∑
Œ Jœ ‰ ‰ Jœ œ œ

˙ œœ ‰ jœwwn

π

π

p

p

p

Unis.

Unis.

Œ œ œ œ
he wrote

œ œ œ

-̇ œ jœ ‰
time mm,

.˙ jœ ‰
time mm,

.˙ jœ ‰.˙ Jœ

Œ œœ œœ œœ˙ .œ ‰

. .˙ ‰. .. .˙̇

poco

π

π

π

π

˙
-

˙
mu sic,

˙
-

˙

w
mm

w
mm,

Œ Jœ- ‰ ‰ J
œ œ œ

Once up on a

œ œ

˙ ˙˙w

wŒ Jœ ‰ ‰ Jœ œ œœ

∏

p

π

∏

p

Unis.

∑

˙
-

˙˙
-

˙
mu sic,

Œ jœ- ‰ ‰ Jœ œ œa
Once up on a

œ
-
˙ ‰

time mm, a

œa
-
˙ Jœ

˙ ˙˙
Œ jœ ‰ ‰ jœ œ œ..˙˙a ‰ Jœ

π

p

Unis.

-

-

-

- -
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68

‰ jœ
>
œ œ œ œb

¯ œ œ
3

there was a prep school boy.

Jœ>
œ œ œ œ

<
œ œ
3

‰ jœ> œ œ œ œ< œ œN
3

there was a prep school boy.

w-
time

wn -

time

‰ jœœ œœ œœ œœ œœb
¯

œœ œœ
3

Jœ œ œ œ œ
<

œ œN
3

wwn

P

P

P

p

p

Unis.

˙ Ó˙

˙ Ó

‰ jœ> œ œ œ œb
¯ œ œ

3

there was a prep school boy.

‰ Jœ
> œ œ œn œ< œ œ

3

there was a prep school boy.

˙̇ Ó˙

‰
jœ œ œ œ œb

¯
œ œ
3

Jœ œ œ œn œ
<
œ œ
3

p

p

p

molto rit.

molto rit.

molto

molto

∑U

∑U

∑U

∑U

∑U

∑U

-

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

71

Ó ˙
He

œn
- œb

Ó ˙b
He

Ó ˙
He

Ó ˙b
He

Ó ˙̇b œn œb

Ó ˙̇b

P

P

P

P

P

a tempo (q = 54)

a tempo (q = 54)

w-

wrote,

w-

w-
wrote,

w-
wrote,

wn -
wrote,

www

wwn

œ
- Œ ˙

he

œ
-

˙

œ-
Œ ˙

he

œ- Œ ˙
he

œ- Œ ˙
he

œœ Œ ˙œ ˙

œ Œ ˙œ ˙

F

F

F

F

F

.˙n - œ
wrote

wn -
wrote

.˙n - œ
wrote

wn -
wrote

.˙ œwn

.˙ œwn

rit. poco a poco

rit. poco a poco

molto

molto

molto

molto

11



&

&

V

?

&

?

#

#

#

#

#

#

75

w-
mu

w-
mu

wN -
mu

Ó ˙
-

mu

˙
-

ww
wNÓ ˙

p

p

p

p

p

.˙ Œ
sic,

.˙

.˙ Œ
sic,

.˙ Œ
sic,

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

..˙˙ Œ.˙
.˙ Œœ œ œ œ

molto rit.

molto rit.

˙
- ˙

mu sic.

˙
-

˙

˙N - ˙
mu sic.

-̇ ˙
mu sic.

˙
-

˙
sic.

˙
-

˙

˙ ˙̇˙ ˙
˙ ˙˙̇ ˙̇

π

π

π

π

π

wUwu

w
U

wU

wU
uw

ww
U
wu
w
u
Uww

- - - - -

- -

- -

- -
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June 22–28, 2013
rev. December, 2013

Los Angeles, California
c. 5:00

PROGRAM NOTES

A Prep-School Boy sets the following text from the introductory note to Benjamin Britten’s 
Simple Symphony, Op. 4 (1934); 1955.

Once upon a time there was a prep-school boy. He was called Britten mi[nor], his initials were 
E.B., his age was nine, and his locker was number seventeen... There was one curious thing about
this boy: he wrote music.

(Permission granted for use in the context of the Young Composers’ Contest held by 
Cantate Chamber Singers by the Britten–Pears Foundation, September, 3, 2012.)

I purposefully crafted a very literal musical interpretation of this text. For instance, the word “minor” is 
set in pulsating minor triads. Also, the initials “E. B.” are sung on the pitches E and B. Less serious than 
my other secular choral works, this composition shares similarities with music one might hear performed 
by a cappella groups on college campuses, such as humming and singing on neutral vowels like “Oh” 
and “Ah.” Elements of this piece also resemble 20th Century English choral music by William Walton 
and Ralph Vaughan Williams, in addition to Britten himself. Examples include abruptly distant harmonic 
changes, shocking cross-relations, and slow triplets that match the rhythm of the English language. Overall, 
I designed A Prep-School Boy to be very much in the spirit of the composer that it honors—E. B. Britten. 
However, with its lush harmonies and intricate counterpoint, this piece is still my own.

—Joshua Fishbein
April 18, 2014

Joshua Fishbein (b. 1984)

For biographical information visit:
www.fishbeinmusic.com
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