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Lullay, lullow, lully, lullay,
Bewy* bewy, lully, bewy,
Lully, lullow, lully, lullay,
Baw, baw, my bairne**,
Sleep softly now.

I saw a sweet and seemly sight,
A blissful birde***, a blossom bright, \
That mourning made and mirth of-mang**

Lullay, lullow, lully, lullay,
Bewy, bewy, lully, bewy,
Lully, lullow, lully, lullay,
Baw, baw, my bairne,
Sleep softly now.

Anonymous
late 14th century),

OQ edited by the composer.

Note: The t %ﬁ composer from the original Middle English in order to adhere to modern spellings

le English words have been replaced with their modern equivalents and modern
, with the following notable exceptions:

"Lulle " "Aﬂ ‘bewy," and "baw" are all baby noises and have not been altered from the original. Stress
should beyp st syllable. For example: "Lul- lay," "lul-low," "lul-ly," "bew-y."
* The "e" pronounced open, as in "Edward" or "elephant."

*E "Bazrn gans "'child" in Middle English. In modern pronunciation, the two vowels "ai" are pronounced as in "air."
The final "e™ig kept silent in modern pronunciation.

*** "Birde" means young woman" in Middle English. It can be pronounced like "bird" in Modern English. As in
"bairne," the final "e" is kept silent in modern pronunciation.

*¥EXENOf-mang" means "meanwhile" or "at the same time." 1t is unique to a northern Middle English dialect. The
"mang" in "of-mang" is pronounced like the fruit, "mango."

*AXEE N An angel" was chosen by the composer to replace "a knave" (a male) from the original version.
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Sleep softly now

for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied

Anonymous, late 14th century Joshua Fishbein
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